Guidance to Drivers of Large Vehicles

Horses are normally nervous of large vehicles, particularly when they do not often
meet them. They can run away in panic if they are really frightened. Whilst their
riders will do all they can to prevent this, should it happen, it could cause a serious
accident for other road users, as well as for the horse and rider.
In such a situation, the main factors causing the fear are:
•
•
•
•
•

Being approached by something which is unfamiliar to them and intimidating
A large moving object, especially if it is noisy
Lack of space between the horse and the vehicle
The sound of the vehicles air brakes
Anxiety on the part of the rider

How can you help?
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

On seeing a rider, or riders, approaching – please slow down and be
prepared to stop if necessary.
Be aware that the sound of your airbrakes may spook the horse.
If the horse, or horses, show signs of nervousness as you get closer, please
turn the engine off and allow them to pass.
Please don’t move off again until the riders are well clear of the rear end of
the vehicle.
If you are approaching riders and wishing to overtake them, please approach
slowly, or even stop to give the rider’s time to find a gateway, or other place
off the road, where they can take refuge and create sufficient space between
the horse and vehicle. Horses are very aware of things coming from behind,
due to the position of their eyes.
Please be patient. Most riders will do their best to reassure their horses even
though they may be feeling a high degree of anxiety themselves.
Note: the safest place for the rider’s hands is on the reins, so if they are
anxious, they may only be able to nod their thanks to you – but please do be
assured that they will be very, very grateful for your consideration of their
situation.

THE BRITISH HORSE SOCIETY IS VERY GRATEFUL TO ALL DRIVERS WHO
ARE WILLING TO FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES.

